Comparison of analgesic requirements after liver transplantation and cholecystectomy.
In a prospective study of 10 patients who underwent liver transplantation and 10 patients who underwent cholecystectomy, we analyzed the postoperative analgesic requirements and the resultant plasma morphine concentrations. Analgesia was more intense, with less medication, and the plasma morphine concentration was significantly lower in the liver transplant group than in the cholecystectomy group. This finding is most likely attributable to endogenous factors rather than to altered morphine pharmacokinetics.